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BA RIA-VUNG TAU PROVINCE, VIETNAM — MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Asian Engagement) [12.05 pm]: The importance of Asian trade and 
investment to Western Australia’s economy is not new to members of this place. WA’s trade creates jobs for hundreds 
of thousands of Western Australians and contributes more than $180 billion per annum into Western Australia’s 
economy. With Asian markets representing nine out of 10 of WA’s top trading partners, Asia is critical to our 
state’s current and future economic prosperity. WA’s first ever Asian engagement strategy, launched a year ago, 
reflects this fact. The strategy’s plan to increase WA trade and investment, delivering job creation and economic 
growth, is more important than ever. That is why supporting our export sector is an essential part of the McGowan 
government’s $5.5 billion WA recovery plan.  
I am pleased to announce that this morning, on behalf of the Premier and the McGowan government, I signed 
a memorandum of understanding between the state of Western Australia and the province of Ba Ria-Vung Tau in 
Vietnam. With a population of 96 million people, Vietnam is one of the world’s fastest growing economies, averaging 
6.4 per cent gross domestic product growth a year in the 2000s. Ba Ria-Vung Tau is one of Vietnam’s fastest growing 
and wealthiest provinces. Vietnam is a priority market for Western Australia’s premium quality fresh foods, such as 
dairy products, beef, fruit and vegetables, meats and seafood, grains, and beverages. Western Australian shipbuilding 
giant Austal and CBH Group and Interflour Group are already established in Ba Ria-Vung Tau.  
The mere fact that the MOU was signed today via a virtual ceremony is testament to our ability to engage 
meaningfully to establish relationships that will support increased WA trade and economic partnerships with our 
region despite the COVID-19 pandemic. The MOU was identified as an opportunity during my visit to Vietnam 
in April last year, and negotiated by WA’s Singapore Commissioner Mr John Catlin and the Department for Foreign 
Affairs of the People’s Committee of Ba Ria-Vung Tau Province. I would also like to thank the Vietnamese Consul 
General in Perth, Bui Quoc Thanh, and the President of the Western Australia Vietnam Business Council, 
Mr David Morgan, for their shared advocacy and work towards this MOU. I look forward to working as part of 
the McGowan government to activate trade and investment opportunities for Western Australia in Vietnam. 
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